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Lectionary December 10, 2017
2 Advent
Over the years, Christmas has increasingly

Isaiah 40:1-11

become a holiday cut off from its purpose of

2 Peter 3:8-15a

celebrating the birth of the Christ child. Advent,

Mark 1:1-8

for us, is important as the time in which we
prepare for Christmas.
Advent comes from the Latin word ‘adventus’
which means “coming”. Advent begins our
church year with the four Sundays that precede
Christmas. This season of Advent has been set
aside as a time of preparation for Christmas
since at least the 6th century. It is a time for selfexamination and asking for forgiveness as the
church prepares for Christ’s coming. We use
blue, or purple, to mark the season with the blue
as a symbol of hope, or purple as the same selfexamination we see in Lent.
On a table in the Parish Hall, you will find some
Advent calendars. They are a way to mark
thedays in Advent. The calendars usually have
a door to open each day to reveal a picture or an
object such as a small toy or piece of candy.
There are 24 doors, one for each day in
December which leads us up to Christmas.
Please take one home with you and use it to
help prepare as you count down the day.
As a part of our worship in Advent, we use the
Advent wreath. The circle of the wreath, and the
evergreens that make it, symbolize Gods

Prayer List
Immediate Needs: Dottie, Jenny, Cecily, Allison,
and Donna
Chronic Needs: Ann, Cal, Norlyn, and Marlene
Military: Sgt. Gabe Davis, Lt. Jacob Drodz
The needs of the world: For the homeless and
the hungry, for those affected by natural
disasters, for those dealing with issues of aging,
mental illness, or addiction
Thanksgivings: For all the colors of Fall, for the
search committee, for those who protect and

endless mercy and unending love. There are
four candles evenly spaced around the wreath –
three blue, and one rose. There is one white

search committee, for those who protect and
serve, for the blessing of friends, family, and
neighbors

candle in the center of the wreath. Each week
as an additional candle is lit, the light from the
wreath grows brighter and we are reminded that
the Light of the World, Jesus, will soon arrive.
The white central candle is the Christ Candle
which signifies the Light of Christ and is first lit
on Christmas Eve. The rose-colored candle is lit
the third week as we pause to remember Mary,

Parish Activity Schedule

the mother of Jesus, and her special role in the
Christmas story.

Sunday, December 10
8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I

As we prepare for Christmas, let us pray:
Lord Jesus, the Son of God, born in a stable

9:00 am Trinity Choristers Rehearsal
9:30 am Church School

among the oxen and sheep because there was

10:00 am Holy Eucharist from

no room for you in the inn, come into our hearts

the South African Prayer Book

and dwell in them forever. Help us cast out all

followed by coffee hour

that is unworthy of Your Holy Presence. Grant
that the peace and good of which the angels
sang may shine forth in our lives. Amen.
“O holy Child of Bethlehem,
Descend to us, we pray;

Tuesday, December 12
12:00 pm Holy Eucharist with

Wednesday, December 13
7:00 pm Vestry Meeting

Cast our sin and enter in,
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us,
Our Lord Emmanuel!”
Faithfully,
Fr. Steve

Thursday, December 14
6:30 pm Advent Bible Study

Foodbank
This week: creamed corn
Next week: canned white potatoes

Scripture, Immigration, and the
Refugee
This year’s four-week Advent Study will focus
on refugees and is entitled Scripture,
Immigration, and the Refugee. We will discuss
relevant scripture, theological impressions, and
personal discovery of the aspects of migration,
emigration, and immigration. Moses, the Joseph
story, and the Nativity Holy Family, among
others, will be used as examples along with
discussion about our own immigration story.
Scripture, Immigration, and the Refugee will
meet with Fr. Steve and Deacon Tom on
Thursday evenings November 30, December 7,
14, and 21 from 6:30 to 7:45. Join us for this

New Warm Winter Blanket Drive
The Miller-Ward Funeral Home will be
sponsoring a New Warm Winter Blanket Drive.
The drive will benefit The Salvation Army and
The St. Vincent DePaul Thrift Shop. Please drop
off New Blankets for Adults and Children from
Monday, Dec. 4 thru Friday, Dec. 8, from 9:005:00 p.m. @ 260 Bank St. (Rt.67, across from
Klarides Village) Seymour, CT.
Thank you ...

14, and 21 from 6:30 to 7:45. Join us for this
unique look at a contemporary problem and a
scriptural response. You can sign up in the
Parish Hall or contact the Parish Office at 203888-6596.

Christmas Giving Tree
ECW HOLIDAY LUNCH

Thank you to all who have taken a mitten from
the Christmas Giving Tree. Please bring the

The ECW invites ladies of the parish to join them

unwrapped gift with the child’s mitten attached

for a holiday lunch on Wednesday, December

and place it under the tree in the Parish Hall. All

20th at 12 noon at Brookside Inn, Oxford.

items must be returned to the church no later

Please call Joan Kitik, 203-888-5857 if you plan

than Sunday, December 17th. Please feel free

to attend Hope you will join us.

to include a gift receipt.

Calling all women at Trinity
Parish.
The Episcopal Church Women “White Envelope”
ministry is a long time tradition at Trinity.
Participants receive ‘White envelopes” and make
a monthly contribution of their choice. The

CHRISTMAS FLOWERS &
GREENERY

collected monies are mailed to ECW Diocesan
Board to help accomplish the ministries to which
they are committed. This year's projects are
New York Haiti Project and Educational

Envelopes for Christmas flower donations
are available in the pews. Please have names
to the office by December 15. Donations may
be made to offset the cost of the greenery for

Resources for Children Inc. Please consider
becoming a part of this very worthwhile mission.

be made to offset the cost of the greenery for
the “greening of the church” in lieu of flower
offerings during Advent.

Christmas Schedule of Services:

Seymour High School Music
Department
presents:

It's a Wonderful Life- A Live Radio
Play

The Greening of the Church
*December 17—10:30 am
*Please note: Scheduling change

A Christmas Eucharist for People in
Featuring Michael Starkey as George Bailey

Recovery

Tickets $10.00 available at the door

December 20—6:30 pm

Friday, December 15th at 7:00 pm
Saturday, December 16th at 2:00 pm
Seymour High School Auditorium
Come on out and enjoy the show!

A Christmas Eucharist for those
Traveling
December 22—6:30 pm

Christmas Eve
Christmas Music and Carols at 4:45 pm
Maria Coffin, Organ

Festival Holy Eucharist 5:00 pm

WINTER HEATING COSTS - HELP
IS AVAILABLE

with traditional Christmas Carols

Christmas Day
9:00 am— Holy Eucharist Quiet Service
Now is the time to think about applying to TEAM
for assistance with winter heating costs.
A Service of Christmas Lessons &

Households qualify for assistance if they fall
below these income levels:

A Service of Christmas Lessons &
Carols
December 31— 10:00 am

$34,366 household of one
$44,940 household of two
$55,514 household of three
$66,089 household of four

Epiphany Celebration
January 9— 6:30 pm
with Bishop Ahrens

Applicants are eligible based on a review of their
total gross household income, such as wage
earnings, unemployment compensation, social
security, pension, etc.; household size; and liquid
assets, as shown through bank statements. If an
applicant is approved for assistance, TEAM will

Please Note: There has been a scheduling

make direct payments to their home heating

change. The Greening of the Church will take

provider.

place on Sunday, December 17th, following the
10:00 service instead of Sunday, December

Both homeowners and renters who are residents

24th.

of Ansonia, Beacon Falls, Bethany, Derby,
Milford, Orange, Oxford, Seymour, Shelton, and
Woodbridge can apply for energy assistance
from TEAM.

To schedule an appointment with Energy
Assistance please call
203.736-5420 and follow the prompts.

Milford residents – 203.783-3253
Woodbridge residents - 203.389-3429
Orange residents – 203.891-4787
Bethany residents – 203.393-2100 X 124

TEAM, Inc. is a private 501(C)3 nonprofit

What Can I bring to the Christ
Child?

corporation whose mission is to strengthen our
community by educating, supporting and

We have a wonderful opportunity to support

empowering individuals and families. TEAM

the Valley Diaper Bank in Seymour to provide

programs impact the communities of Ansonia,

Diapers and Baby Wipes for our young Valley

Beacon Falls, Bethany, Derby, Milford,
Naugatuck, Orange, Oxford, Shelton,
Seymour, Waterbury, and Woodbridge.

families in need. As we celebrate this
wonderful Feast of Christmas, let us
remember that the Christ Child is still with us

remember that the Christ Child is still with us
in those children in need. Let us offer a gift
of Diapers and Baby Wipes as our special gift
to the Christ Child. We will be collecting
Diapers and Baby Wipes from December 24
through January 28. There will be a
collection container in the Parish Hall.

We sincerely Thank You for any help that you
can offer.

Deacon Tom, Kim, Leslie & Rev. Steve

forward to a friend
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