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This Week at Trinity
...what's happening at the friendly church on the hill

Lectionary December 17, 2017
3 Advent

Isaiah 61:1-4, 8-11

WHY ADVENT?

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8,19-28

THE WORD ADVENT means "coming" or
"arrival." The focus of the entire season
is preparation to celebrate the birth of Jesus the
Christ in his First Advent, and the anticipation of
the return of Christ the King in his Second
Advent. Scripture reading for Advent will reflect
this emphasis on the Second Advent, including
themes of accountability for faithfulness at His
coming, judgment on sin, and the hope of
eternal life.
In this double focus on past and future, Advent
also symbolizes the spiritual journey of
individuals and a congregation, as they affirm
that Christ has come, that He is present in the
world today, and that He will come again in
power. That acknowledgment provides a basis
for Kingdom ethics, for holy living arising from a
profound sense that we live "between the times"
and are called to be faithful stewards of what is
entrusted to us as God’s people.
Advent is marked by a spirit of expectation, of
anticipation, of preparation, of longing. There is
a yearning for deliverance from the evils of the
world, first expressed by Israelite slaves in Egypt
as they cried out from their bitter oppression. It is
the cry of those who have experienced the

Prayer List
Immediate Needs: Elianna, Don, Dottie, Jenny,
Cecily, and Allison
Chronic Needs: Ann, Cal, Norlyn, and Marlene
Military: Sgt. Gabe Davis, Lt. Jacob Drodz
The needs of the world: For the homeless and
the hungry, for those affected by natural
disasters, for those dealing with issues of aging,
mental illness, or addiction
Thanksgivings: For all the colors of Fall, for the

the cry of those who have experienced the
tyranny of injustice in a world under the curse of
sin, and yet who have hope of deliverance by a
God who has heard the cries of oppressed

search committee, for those who protect and
serve, for the blessing of friends, family, and
neighbors

slaves and brought deliverance!

Rather than a time of mourning and fasting,
Advent is celebrated as a time of joy and
happiness as we await the coming of the King.
There will be time enough during the rest of the
journey through the Church Year to remember
our sins. It begins in Epiphany when we hear

Parish Activity Schedule

about the brotherhood of the Kingdom, and
realize our failure to effect it. Then as we move

Sunday, December 17

toward and through Lent we realize that the

8:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite I

coming of Jesus served more to lay bare our

9:00 am Trinity Choristers Rehearsal

own sin than it did to vindicate our
righteousness.

9:30 am Church School
10:00 am Holy Eucharist Rite II
followed by coffee hour

So, we celebrate with gladness the great

10:30 am The Greening of the Church

promise in the Advent, yet knowing that there is
also a somber tone as the theme of threat is
added to the theme of promise. This is reflected

Tuesday, December 19
12:00 pm Holy Eucharist with

in some of the Scripture readings for Advent, in
which there is a strong prophetic tone of

Wednesday, December 20

accountability and judgment on sin. But this is

12:00 pm ECW Lunch at the Brookside Inn

also faithful to the role of the Coming King who

6:30 pm A Christmas Eucharist for People in

comes to rule, save, and judge the world.
The prayer of Advent is still:
Come, O Come, Emmanuel, And ransom
captive Israel!
—From an Advent message by
Dennis Batcher, CRI/Voice Institute

Recovery

Thursday, December 21
6:30 pm Advent Bible Study

Foodbank
This week: canned white potatoes
Next week:canned sweet potatoes or yams

Scripture, Immigration, and the
Refugee
This year’s four-week Advent Study will focus
on refugees and is entitled Scripture,

Christmas Giving Tree

Immigration, and the Refugee. We will discuss
relevant scripture, theological impressions, and

Thank you to all who have taken a mitten from

personal discovery of the aspects of migration,

the Christmas Giving Tree with a child's gift

emigration, and immigration. Moses, the Joseph

suggestions. Please bring the unwrapped gift

story, and the Nativity Holy Family, among

with the child’s mitten attached and place it

others, will be used as examples along with

under the tree in the Parish Hall. All items must

discussion about our own immigration story.

be returned to the church no later than Sunday,

Scripture, Immigration, and the Refugee will

December 17th. Please feel free to include a gift

meet with Fr. Steve and Deacon Tom on

receipt.

Thursday evenings November 30, December 7,
14, and 21 from 6:30 to 7:45. Join us for this
unique look at a contemporary problem and a
scriptural response. You can sign up in the
Parish Hall or contact the Parish Office at 203888-6596.

Calling all women at Trinity
Parish.

The Episcopal Church Women “White Envelope”
ministry is a long time tradition at Trinity.
Participants receive ‘White envelopes” and make
a monthly contribution of their choice. The
collected monies are mailed to ECW Diocesan
Board to help accomplish the ministries to which
they are committed. This year's projects are

ECW HOLIDAY LUNCH

New York Haiti Project and Educational
Resources for Children Inc. Please consider

The ECW invites ladies of the parish to join them
for a holiday lunch on Wednesday, December

becoming a part of this very worthwhile mission.
Please contact Dianne Berritto 203-888-1301

20th at 12 noon at Brookside Inn, Oxford.
Please call Joan Kitik, 203-888-5857 if you plan
to attend Hope you will join us.

Christmas Schedule of Services:
CHRISTMAS FLOWERS &
GREENERY
Envelopes for Christmas flower donations
are available in the pews. Please have names
to the office TODAY. Donations may be made
to offset the cost of the greenery for the

The Greening of the Church
*December 17—11:30 am
*Please note: Scheduling change

A Christmas Eucharist for People in
Recovery

“greening of the church” in lieu of flower
December 20—6:30 pm
offerings during Advent.
A Christmas Eucharist for those
Traveling
December 22—6:30 pm

December 22—6:30 pm

Christmas Eve
Christmas Music and Carols at 4:45 pm
Maria Coffin, Organ

Festival Holy Eucharist 5:00 pm
with traditional Christmas Carols

Seymour High School Music
Department

Christmas Day

presents:

9:00 am— Holy Eucharist Quiet Service

It's a Wonderful Life- A Live Radio
Play

A Service of Christmas Lessons &

Featuring Michael Starkey as George Bailey
Tickets $10.00 available at the door

Carols
December 31— 10:00 am

Friday, December 15th at 7:00 pm
Saturday, December 16th at 2:00 pm

Epiphany Celebration

Seymour High School Auditorium

January 9— 6:30 pm

Come on out and enjoy the show!

with Bishop Ahrens

Please Note: There has been a scheduling
change. The Greening of the Church will take
place on Sunday, December 17th, following the

WINTER HEATING COSTS - HELP
IS AVAILABLE

Now is the time to think about applying to TEAM
for assistance with winter heating costs.
Households qualify for assistance if they fall
below these income levels:
$34,366 household of one
$44,940 household of two
$55,514 household of three

10:00 service instead of Sunday, December
24th.

$66,089 household of four
Applicants are eligible based on a review of their
total gross household income, such as wage
earnings, unemployment compensation, social
security, pension, etc.; household size; and liquid

What Can I bring to the Christ
Child?

assets, as shown through bank statements. If an
applicant is approved for assistance, TEAM will
make direct payments to their home heating
provider.

Both homeowners and renters who are residents

We have a wonderful opportunity to support
the Valley Diaper Bank in Seymour to provide
Diapers and Baby Wipes for our young Valley
families in need. As we celebrate this

of Ansonia, Beacon Falls, Bethany, Derby,

wonderful Feast of Christmas, let us

Milford, Orange, Oxford, Seymour, Shelton, and

remember that the Christ Child is still with us

Woodbridge can apply for energy assistance
from TEAM.
To schedule an appointment with Energy

in those children in need. Let us offer a gift
of Diapers and Baby Wipes as our special gift
to the Christ Child. We will be collecting

Assistance please call

Diapers and Baby Wipes from December 24

203.736-5420 and follow the prompts.

through January 28. There will be a
collection container in the Parish Hall.

Milford residents – 203.783-3253
Woodbridge residents - 203.389-3429
Orange residents – 203.891-4787
Bethany residents – 203.393-2100 X 124

We sincerely Thank You for any help that you
can offer.

Deacon Tom, Kim, Leslie & Fr. Steve
TEAM, Inc. is a private 501(C)3 nonprofit
corporation whose mission is to strengthen our
community by educating, supporting and
empowering individuals and families. TEAM
programs impact the communities of Ansonia,
Beacon Falls, Bethany, Derby, Milford,
Naugatuck, Orange, Oxford, Shelton,
Seymour, Waterbury, and Woodbridge.
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